Venovenous bypass as an adjunct for the management of a retrohepatic venous injury in a child.
We report the successful utilization of venovenous bypass in the case of an 8-year-old-boy who suffered a major hepatic injury with a retrohepatic venous injury after a kick by a horse. Initial nonoperative management was successful, but a delayed hemorrhage required operation. Vascular access was obtained via the peripheral circulation, and venovenous bypass was performed without systemic heparinization. Venovenous bypass improved vascular control and allowed the repairs to be performed in a relatively bloodless field, while not compromising venous return.